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Camel's Hump State Park

UPDATE, August 6, 2015:

Hump Brook Tenting Area and
Montclair Glen Lodge are now
OPEN for overnight visitors.
Tenting at Montclair Glen Lodge is
still prohibited for the time being.

There have been multiple
encounters with bears in Camel's
Hump State Park with the most
frequent incidents occurring at
Hump Brook Tenting Area and
Montclair Glen. One or more bears
has lost its fear of humans and has
been known to enter fents and
shetters looking for food. In
response, the Green Mountain
Club, in cooperation with Forests,
Parks, & Recreation, and Fish &
Wildlife, has installed secure food
storage at these overnight sites.
Green Mountain Club caretakers
are present at each site to educate
visitors about proper food storage
and preparation.

if you see a bear on the trail, make
noise so you don't surprise it, raise
your hands over your head to
appear iarger, and back away
slowly until you are out of sight of
the bear; if the bear is between you
and your car, give him a few
minutes to move away from the trail
before continuing your hike.

If you encounter a bear, please
report it in the hiker registration
book and

email jason.nerenberg@state.vt.us. -

Camel's Hump is one of Vermont's
highest mountain peaks and easily
the most recognizable by its
double-humped profile.

Quick Facts

Trail N $ Q

Activity
Bolton (VT), Buels
Gore (VT), Duxbury

Towns | v/}, Fayston (vT),
Huntington (VT)

. Easy, Moderate,

Difficulty Advanced

Length | 64.4 miles, Network
Packed Earth/Dirt,
RockiLedge,

Surface Gravel/Crushed
Stone/Cinder
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» Long Trail: Burlington and Bread Loaf Sections Show | View Trail Posting
* Camel's Hump Nordic Ski Area Show | View Trail Posting
« Milt Brook Path Show | View Trail Posting

Trailhead

Please obey local traffic laws. Children and families live on the roads that lead to our trailheads. It is important that visitors
respect these communities by driving safely and slowly.

Forest City Trailhead: From Route 17 in Huntington Center, turn east onto Camel's Hump Road. Travel 2.8 miles to the Forest City
Traithead.

Burrows Trailhead: From Route 17 in Huntington Center, turn east onto Camel's Hump Road. Travel 3.5 miles to the trailhead. Parking
available.

Monroe Trailhead: From River Road in North Duxbury, tum south on Camel's Hump Road. Travel 3.2 miles on Camel's Hump Road to
trailhead. Parking available.

Bamforth Ridge (Long Trail) Trailhead: Located on Duxbury Road in Bolton approximately 2.7 miles west of Camel's Hump Road in
Duxbury and 3.2 miles east of the intersection of Cachran Road in Jonesville. Parking available.

Honey Hollow Trailhead: From US 2 in Jonesville, travel south across the bridge on Cochran road, then turn left on Duxbury Road.
Travel east 2.1 miles to the Catamount Trail parking area.

Appalachian Gap Trailhead: At the high point on Route 17 in Buel's Gore. Parking available for access to the Long Trail north towards
Cametl's Hump (only 12.5 miles!) and south towards Mt. Ellen and Mt. Abraham.

Phen Basin Mountain Bike traits: Limited on-street parking is available at the ends of Phen Basing Rd. and Basset Hill Rd. in Fayston
{please be respectful of residents and other traffic).
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Description
Hiking
On the Duxbury side, the Monroe Trail is somewhat challenging, but there's also an accessible loop (Camel's Hurnp View Trail) with its

own parking area. This foop is 0.8 miles fong, is wide and flat, and has three viewing spots to the summit of Camel's Hump - it's perfect
for small kids and elders.

On the Huntington side, the Burrows Trail is a bit shorter and attracts lots of hikers. Always a good idea to get there early (8 AM) on a
good weather weekend day find parking and get on the trail.

All trails get more rugged as they get closer to the summit.

Camel's Hump View Trail: 0.8 mile, Universally Accessible. This trail starts from the parking lot 3.5 miles up Camel's Hump Road in
Duxbury. The easy grades and wide path make this trail a nice, pleasant stroll to enjoy a quiet time in the woods and the nearby brook.
There are several benches along the way and very nice vistas of Camei's Hump. This is a great hike for people of all ages and abilities.

Beane Trail: 1.5 miles, Easy. This lightly used trail starts out from the side of Carse Road outside of Hanksville village in Huntington.
The trail passes through a former maple sugaring area on its way to Birch Glen Camp.

Monroe Trail: 3.4 miles (6.8 round-trip), Moderately Difficuit. Starts out from parking lots at the end of Camel's Hump Road in North
Duxbury on the eastemn flank of the mountain. There is a seasonally staffed caretaker's quarters and a cemetery adjacent to the upper
lot. Winter trail access is provided 0.3 miles below the main lots. Will Monroe and his sister Catherine and several of Will's dogs are
buried in the cemetery: there is also a plaque commemorating the crew of a B-24 Liberator bomber that crashed on the mountain in
1944 This trail is one of the most popular on Camel's Hump. The Monroe Trail joins the Dean Trail at 1.3 miles and the Alpine Trail at
2.5 miles. The Monroe Trail ends at Hut Clearing where it joins the Long Trail. it is 0.3 miles to the left, uphill, to the summit, on the
Long Trail.

Burrows Trail: 2.4 miles (4.8 round-trip), Moderately Difficult. Starts from year-round parking lot at the end of Camel's Hump Road in
Huntington. This popular trail is used by thousands of hikers annually. One hundred feet from the parking area is a junction with the
Connector Trail. Views along the way are very limited. Watch for steep sections near the top. The Burrows Trail ends at Hut Clearing,
where it joins the Long Trail. The summit is to the right another 0.3 miles.

Forest City Trail: 2.2 miles, Moderate. From the small parking fot on Camel's Hump Road in Huntington, the trail can be used to
complete a hike to Caniel's Hump summit or Mt. Ethan Allen. The Forest City Trail follows Brush Brook; hiker traffic is light. Just after
the fong bridge crossing the brook, there is a smail concrete structure on the right which once heated water for the smali logging and
sawmilt community of Forest Mills. At 0.8 miles the traif joins the Connector Trail. Two hundred feet from the end of the trail to the
south, or right, is Montclair Glen Lodge.

Long Trail: 18.7 miles in Camel’'s Hump State Park, Difficult. The 273-mile Long Trail (LT) passes over the summit of Camel's Hump
on its way from Massachusetts to Canada. From the north, use the parking fot on Duxbury Road near the Winooski River. This parking
area is sometimes referred to as "Bamforth Ridge" parking lot. It is a rugged but very scenic 6.2 miles to Camel's Hump summit. Along
the way you will pass over Gleason Brook at 0.6 miles, a spur trail to Bamforth Ridge Shelter at 2.7 miles, and have several nice vistas
along the way. The trail joins with the Alpine, Burrows, and Monroe Trails as well. From the south, it is a very rugged 12.5 miles to
Camel's Hump summit from the parking area on Route 17 at the top of Appalachian Gap. Along the way you will pass over five
mountain peaks, Birch Glen Camp at 2.6 miles, Cowles Cove Shelter at 5.5 miles, Montclair Glen Lodge at 10.6 miles, and junctions
with the Beane. Hedgehog Brook, Allis, Forest City, Dean, and Alpine Trails.

Dean Trail: 1.0 mile, Easy-Moderate. The Dean Trail climbs an easy grade from its junction with the Monroe Trail, passing by Hump
Brook and a spur trail at 0.3 miles to the Hump Brook Tenting Area. At 0.5 miles there is a very nice view of Camel's Hump summit
across an old beaver pond. The southern end of the trail joins with the Allis Trail and the LT at Wind Gap. From this point it is about 1.7
rugged miles to the right, uphill, to Camel's Hump summit.

Alpine Trail: 1.7 mites, Difficult. The Alpine Trail may be used as an alternate route around the summit. It is quite exposed to the
elements and includes challenging terrain. Several nice views can be found along the way, as well as remnants of the B-24 Liberator
bomber. The Alpine Trail terminates at both ends on the LT; it also bisects the Monroe Trail.

Allis Trail: 0.3 mile, Moderate. This trail has some very nice views but it is lightly used. It can be used as part of a loop hike or
alternate hike from the LT around Montclair Glen Lodge. Access this trail from the end of the Forest City Trail, then a short distance
either north or south on the LT.

Mountain Biking

Mountain biking in the Camels Hump area is permitted only on gravel roads and designated trails.

Phen Basin Trails: Basset Hili: Moderate to difficult. Accessed from the end of Stagecoach road or Basset Hill Rd., this is the main
access trail to the other two. East Loop: Difficult. Mainly ridden as a downhill. Chain Gang: Expert/Difficult. Mainly ridden as a
downhill. Visit Mad River Riders for more information.

See also: Howe Block Mountain Bike Trails

Other Information

Spring Season

Trails close when snow begins melting and open the weekend before Memorial Day. Even then, if the trails are very wet and muddy it's
best to stay off them - use your best judgment. Alternatives until then: Honey Hoffow Road in Bolton, forest roads in the Camel's Hump
area, or the CCC road at Underhill State Park.

Camping

Primitive camping is allowed only in the lower elevations and away from trails, roads, and water, in accordance with the state primitive
camping guidelines. Otherwise, overnight camping is permitted only in Green Mountain Club shelters and lodges and at Hump Brook
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Tenting Area. Shelters and lodges are supervised by GMC from May to October with a nominal fee for overnight use. There is a 2-night
limit. The shefters are open year-round, and reservations are not accepted. Open fires are permitted only in tent platform fire rings and
in designated primitive camping areas. Camping facilities are also available at nearby Little River State Park.

BE PREPARED FOR WEATHER EXTREMES

Mountain weather changes suddenly. Temperature and wind can be very different at the summit than at traifheads. Listen to a forecast
before you go: don't plan to hike during severe weather. Bring extra food, water, and warm clothes. If the weather deteriorates, turn
back. Thunderstorms develop on warm afternoons on many summer days. Seek sheiter long before a storm hits. Hike to a lower
elevation below ridgetops - away from caves, exposed trees, and boulders. Crouch on loose rocks {don’t stand on your pack and avoid
standing water) and don't touch the ground with your hands.

Be proactively prepared on your hike. Wear appropriate clothing and sturdy hiking boots. Hiking trails are narrow, rugged and rocky.
Carry a cell phone with you in case of emergency, but realize it may not work in all locations. Turn the ringer to “vibrate” to respect
others on the trail. Call 911 only in the event of an emergency. Pay attention to the route you hike; if you become lost, stop and look
around for things you recagnize like blazes or trail intersections.

Park History

Waubanaukee Indians first named it "Tah-wak-be-dee-ee-wadso" or Saddle Mountain. Samuel de Champlain's explorers in the 1600's
called it "lion couchant" or resting lion. The name "Camel's Rump” was used on a historical map by Ira Allen in 1798, and this became
"Camel's Hurmp" in 1830,

The Park came about as an original gift of 1000 acres including the summit from Colonel Joseph Battell, who originally bought Camel's
Hump to preserve the wooded mountainous view from his home. In 1911, care of the mountain was entrusted to the State Forester
who managed with the aim to keep it in a primitive state according to Battell's wish.

The State of Vermont eventually adopted a policy of development reguiation on all state forest lands to preserve aesthetic values. It
fought proposed intrusions by communications towers and ski resorts until the summit's Natural Area was set aside; then special
legislation was passed in 1969 to create a Forest Reserve whose state-owned acres (about 20,000 by 1991) form Camel's Hump State
Park.

A Forest Reserve including the Park and three use districts was established by the legislation:

* An ecological area, for preservation of rare plants and wildemess habitat, is between 2500 feet in elevation and the suminit,
plus Gleason Brook drainage down to 900 feet. [t is studied for the impacts of environmental changes, such as air pollution, on
the forest.

* Atimber management and wildlife area, from 1800 to 2500 feet in elevation. protects the ecological area, encourages wildlife,
and preserves the natural appearance of the region as seen from the outside. Uses include timber production, wildlife
management, hunting, hiking, Nordic skiing, and snowmobiling.

« A multiple use area includes the balance of the land in the reserve. Uses are farming. seasonal and permanent homes, and
those listed above for the timber management/wildiife area.

Trail Manager

Visit Vermont State Parks or Green Mountain Club online for more information or contact:

VT Department of Forests, Parks &
Recreation

) 1 National Life Drive, Davis 2
FORESTS, PARRSS BECREATNN

el rgn Montpelier. VT 05620
VERMONT oo (802) 249-1230
ey
: ; Iessica.savage@state.vt.us

Green Mountain Club

4711 Waterbury-Stowe Rd.
Waterbury Center, VT 05677
Phone: (802) 244-7037

gmc@areenmountainclub.org

Trail Finder is a collaborative effort between organizations committed to promoting active recreation in Vermont and New Hampshire.
Terms of Use  Privacy Policy Contact
Trail Finder is administered by the Upper Valley Trails Alliance.
© 2016 Trail Finder. All Rights Reserved.

https://www.trailfinder.info/trails/trail/camel-s-hump-state-park ?lid=14 9/23/2016



